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To	investigate	these	questions we used certification and employment staff data 
provided by the MDOE to	construct	a	data	set	that	linked	teachers	in	school	year	2019-20	to	
the	credentials	they	held	in	the	same	year.		We identified all individuals teaching middle 
school (7th and 8th grade) core subjects (Mathematics, English Language and Literature, Social 
Sciences and History, Life and Physical Sciences). Using staff IDs we matched individual 
teachers to certification data to identify all credentials held by each teacher.  We	then	examined	
their	credentials	to	see	how	many	were	certified	under	an	Elementary	Education	(Grades	
K-8)	teaching	endorsement	(#020),	and	what	additional	endorsements	they	held.	The 











(Mathematics, English Language and Literature, Social Sciences and History, Life and Physical 
Sciences).	For	teachers	in	grades	pre-K	or	kindergarten	the	subject	of	“Non-Specific” was 
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Results and Findings 








































Math		 445	 62%		 31%		 7%		
Science		 353	 45%		 48%	 6%		
English		 455	 48%		 44%	 9%		




























Early Childhood Teachers 
During the 2019-20 school year, there were a total of 1,411 public school preschool or 
kindergarten teachers. The large majority, 75% (N=1,055), taught only kindergarten while 21% 
(N=302) taught only pre-kindergarten or preschool. A small proportion (4%, N=54) were listed 
as teaching both pre-K and kindergarten. Table 2 summarizes the credentials held by these 
teachers. 
 
Table 2: PK and K teacher counts by endorsement category 


















Pre-K only  
(N=302) 9% 69% 20% 2% 
Kindergarten only  
(N=1,055) 75% 13% 5% 7% 
Both PK and Kindergarten 
(N=54) 48% 20% 11% 21% 
Total  
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